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Seward’s Folly Popular term for Secretary of State William Seward’s purchase of Alaska from Russia. The derisive term 
reflected the anti-expansionist sentiments of most Americans immediately after the Civil War. 

Tenure of Office 
Act 

Required the President to seek approval from the Senate before removing appointees. When Andrew 
Johnson removed his secretary of war in violation of the act, he was impeached by the house but 
remained in office when the Senate fell one vote short of removing him. 

Union League Reconstruction-Era African American organization that worked to educate Southern blacks about civic 
life, built black schools and churches, and represented African American interests before government 
and employers. It also campaigned on behalf of Republican candidates and recruited local militias to 
protect blacks from white intimidation. 
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