THE CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT OF AIKEN COUNTY
2021-2022
CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADES (9 -12)

IMPORTANT:



INTRODUCTORY MATTERS

Philosophy:









behalf of, the student to the Board of Education and in which the recommendation for
expulsion is upheld by the Board of Education, the parent or guardian has the right to
appeal to the courts.

The School Board supplies legal services to school employees who may be required to
appear in court as a result of carrying out the policies of the School Board. The Board is
not responsible for a parent’s legal expenses.

The hearing will be conducted in an informal manner, but full opportunity will be afforded



School Searches and Retention of Control Over School Property: South Carolina statutes
provide that any person entering any school premises in this state is deemed to have consented to a
reasonable search of his person or effects. (Strip searches by school administrators or officials are
prohibited.)

In order to help provide for the safety of the school population and to prevent weapons, illegal
substances, and other contraband items from being brought upon school premises, notice is given
that occasional school-wide or random, large scale searches of student areas may be conducted.
Such searches may include the use of sniffer dogs around lockers or other school spaces utilized by
students, including automobiles parked on school premises, or on public right of ways immediately
adjacent to school premises and ordinarily utilized for student parking when the school is in
session. State law authorizes personal belongings such as purses, bookbags, wallets, and satchels
reasonably to be searched by administrators or their designees. The Administration may use
electronic detection devices as an aid for finding possible weapons on school premises and/or
preventing the same from being brought. The administration, or its designee, may conduct a
review of data or images displayed or stored in any cell phone or other personal electronic device
being used by a student in violation of this code or the cell phone policy JICJ. Any searches
conducted pursuant to these provisions will be implemented in a non-discriminatory manner.
There is no expectation of privacy regarding live or recorded video images recorded by equipment
in the commons areas of any school building or grounds or upon any school bus.

Any lockers, storage, or similar spaces on school premises assigned to, or regularly used by,
individual students remain the property of the School District in all respects. Such use by, or
availability to, students is a privilege and the schools reserve a right of control and access to such
spaces. School commons areas, including but not limited to hallways, cafeterias, and outside
grounds and traffic or parking areas are subject to video or photographic surveillance for security
purposes.

Confiscation of Weapons and/or Other lllegal, Dangerous, or Unauthorized ltems or
Devices:

Any weapon or contraband item found on a student, or on property under the possession or control
of the student while on school grounds or at any school sponsored event, will be confiscated
immediately from the student by the appropriate administrator, school personnel, or adult in
charge. Thereafter, if required by law to be turned



vibrates, displays a message, or otherwise summons or delivers a communication to the possessor”.
This definition includes cell phones. The law provides that each school district shall have a policy
which addresses possession of such devices by any student. The policy of this District, as set forth
in Policy JICJ and/or amended in this Code appears as follows:

Policy JICJ Paging Devices, Cell Phones, and Other Personal Electronic Devices
Policy JICJ Paging Devices, Cell Phones, and Other Personal Electronic Devices

Purpose: To establish the basic structure for any possession/use by students of paging devices, cell phones,
and other personal electronic devices, including smartwatches, in school.



A first unauthorized activation with no related infraction will result in a device otherwise permitted under
this policy being taken by the school administrator for the remainder of the day and a warning being issued.
The student must sign a “Condition for Return” acknowledgement and agreement before being able to bring
the cell phone, pager, or electronic device back on the school campus.

A second unauthorized activation with no related infraction will result in a loss of the privilege for ten (10)
school days and further warning.

A third unauthorized activation with no related infraction will result in loss of the privilege for the remainder
of the school year, and at least one (1) day of suspension [in-school (ISS) or out-of-school (OSS)].

Should any unauthorized activation also involve other violations of the code of student conduct (such as
cheating, invasions of personal privacy, etc.), more serious disciplinary consequences may be imposed as
appropriate to the gravity of the violation (up to an expulsion recommendation for serious associated
violations), but in no event with less than a minimum of three (3) days OSS.

A student needing a paging device or cell phone for a documented temporary or permanent medical need or
accommodation or for volunteer service on a fire or emergency services team (for 18 ye






ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION (INVESTIGATION) IN THE DISCIPLINE PROCESS - BASIC
DUE PROCESS

VI.  Administrative Actions: Before disciplining a student, the principal, or the principal’s designated
administrator, will conduct an investigation, gather the facts, and develop a written report where necessary.
The student will be advised of the alleged violation of the Code and the proposed punishment such as
restriction of privileges; work assignment (e.g. such picking up paper, washing desk tops, or sweeping
floors); detention; in-school suspension; out-of-school suspension; expulsion, and/or referral to alternative

10



enforcement.
DRESS CODE - SECONDARY SCHOOL

APPROPRIATE AND NON-DISTRACTING ATTIRE SHALL BE WORN IN THE EDUCATIONAL
SETTING. THIS INCLUDES OFF-CAMPUS ACTIVITIES SUCH AS FIELD TRIPS,
PERFORMANCES, AND SCHOOL-SPONSORED EVENTS.

1. APPROPRIATE ATTIRE
I Dresses, Skirts, skorts, and shorts must be worn no shorter than three (3) inches above the knee when
standing (leggings, including sheer material, or tights do not substitute for length). ADDITIONALLY,
SPLITS IN SKIRTS OR DRESSES SHOULD NOT EXTEND PAST 3” ABOVE THE KNEE.
I Leggings/tights/thermal tights may only be worn under dresses, shirts, or skirts of the appropriate length
described above. LEGGINGS OR TIGHTS MAY ALSO BE WORN UNDER JEANS THAT HAVE
HOLES TO COVER SKIN.
I Shirts with sleeves for young men.
I Clothing must cover undergarments.
1 Pants, shorts and skirts must be worn at the waist.
I Straps on young ladies’
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10. Leaving class withou
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Level Two Infraction
Disruptive conduct is defined as those activities engaged in by students which are directed against persons or

property, and the consequences of which tend to endanger the health or safety of oneself or others in the school.
Some instances of disruptive conduct may overlap certain criminal offenses, justifying both administrative
sanctions and court proceedings. Behavioral misconduct (Level One) may be reclassified as disruptive conduct
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11. Possession of contraband 010 | OSS/1-3days | OSS/3-5days | OSS 5+ days
12. Theft 670 ISS/1-3days | OSS/1-3days | OSS/4+ days
REST REST REST
13. Insubordination 270/ | Upto1-3days | OSS/3+days | OSS/5+ days
420 | OSS RE
14. Possession/Distribution of obscene 018/ ISS/1-3days OSS/1-3Days OSS/4+ days
images/literature 710 RE
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Level Three Infraction

Activities engaged in by a student which res
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not be in violation of the Code of Student Conduct solely for making such a report.

Arrest or Conviction of Crimes - Charges of Extremely Serious Misconduct:

A.

Students convicted of serious criminal charges, regardless of whether or not the conduct was
school-related, may be denied admission or continued attendance to school if school authorities
deem such student's attendance to be threatening and/or disruptive to students, staff, and/or the
school program, or to pose a danger to the physical or emotional welfare of a student so convicted.
(For students identified to receive IDEA services, these provisions are subject to limitations.)

Students against whom allegations of extremely serious misconduct have been brought, or who
have been arrested by law enforcement authorities for serious criminal charges, regardless of
whether or not the conduct was school-related, may be denied admission or continued attendance
to school if school authorities deem such student's attendance to be threatening and/or disruptive to
students, staff, and/or the school program, or to pose a danger to the physical or emotional welfare
of a student so accused or charged. Such student will be placed in alternative educational services
such as a virtual setting until the pending allegations or charges have been resolved.

No administrative decision to take action under either (A) or (B) above shall be made without
giving written notice to the parent or legal guardian advising such parent or legal guardian of the
proposed action, the reason for it, and setting a time and place when the administrator shall be
available for a conference with the parent or legal guardian within three (3) days of such notice.
Any action taken under these provisions [VIII (A) & (B)] of the Student Conduct Code is
appealable as set forth in The Disciplinary Procedure under section (IX) below, including the right
to appeal to the Board of Education.
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DEFINITIONS

Alternative Placement A student who violates the rules set forth in the Code of Student Conduct may be
assigned Alternative Placement as a consequence of poor behaviors. Placement
may include assignment t
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Facsimile/Imitation Drugs A pill, capsule, tablet, or other item which is not a controlled substance, an
alcoholic beverage, or illegal drugs, but which by appearance, including color,
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Loitering

Lynching

Misconduct
Non-forcible sex offense
Obscene/Profane

0SS

Other Offenses

To stand idly by without legitimate reason or business.

Group activity involving physical violence.

Behavior not conforming to school rules/regulations.

Unlawful, non-forcible sexual intercourse; or unlawful sexual exposure.
Offensive or degrading

Out of school suspension

Problem behavior not specifically listed or def
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Unauthorized Use of Low-intensity misuse of property; tampering with equipment/impairing its
School Equipment usefulness. Tampering with a computer's settings; Using staff copy equipment;
using vending machines not allowed for student use.
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the infliction of personal injury.
High School Attendance Policy
1. Students are required to bring written documentation for absences within 5 days from the day they
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SCHOOL BUS TRANSPORTATION DISCIPLINE CODE
SECONDARY

LEVEL | -BEHAVIORAL MISCONDUCT

Behavioral misconduct is defined as those activities which tend to impede orderly operation of a school vehicle.
Repeated violations may lead to more serious disciplinary actions including suspension from the bus for an
extended period of time including the remainder of the school year. Discipline records of violations are
cumulative. Acts of Behavioral misconduct with enforcement procedures or sanctions to be applied shall include,
but are not limited to, the following depending upon severity. All final disciplinary actions are left to the
discretion of the administration.

Level | - Behavioral misconduct

Behavioral misconduct on bus

Getting on or off bus at other than the designated stop
Eating and/or drinking on the bus

Littering on the bus

Minor violation of an

= —a —a —_a _a
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The primary purpose of the school bus is to provide safe transportation for students to and from
school and school related activities. The safety of students and other passengers is paramount
when transporting band instruments and other large items. Any item carried on a school bus
must be of such size that it can be transported in the student’s lap. Any home project, musical
instrument, or other item which would create a hazard or block the aisle or vision of the driver is
prohibited. This is necessary to ensure that all items are kept under the control of the student at
all times in case of an accident or an emergency, and that those items do not prevent or hinder
the evacuation of the bus in the event of an emergency.

The United States Department of Transportation, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration,
Standard 17, Pupil Transportation Safety, reads in part:

...baggage and other items transported in the passenger compartment should be stored so that
the aisles are kept clear and the doors and emergency exits of school vehicles remain
unobstructed at all times.

Compliance with this standard is mandatory. Carry-on items cannot be placed at any door or emergency
exit, and these items must be properly secured to prevent them from becoming flying objects in the event
of an accident. Loose items on the seats or floor, or anything which obstructs the aisle, endanger all
passengers on the bus.

School district transportation personnel should use prudent judgement when deciding which band
instruments will be allowed on buses. The size of the instrument as well as the physical characteristics of
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APPENDIX (A)

Legal Authority for Discipline in South Carolina:

A. The Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, Section 59-19-90, outlines the general powers and duties
of school trustees and states that the Board of Trustees shall also . . .. (3) Promulgate rules prescribing
scholastic standards of achievement and standards of conduct and behavior that must be met by all pupils
as a condition to the right of such pupils to attend the public schools of such district. See, also, Opinions
of the Attorney General, Number 2051, page 134, 1965-66 as to authority of school superintendents to
regulate discipline.

B. Title 59, Chapter 63, Article 3, Discipline (Section 59-63-210
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APPENDIX (B)
Policy IJNDB Use of Technology Resources
Purpose: to establish the basic structure for the use of technology resources in the district.

The use of technology to support the curriculum and the instructional process must be selected on the
basis of its potential to en
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http://policy.microscribepub.com/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=104571153&infobase=aiken.nfo&jump=IJNDB-E&softpage=PL_frame#JUMPDEST_IJNDB-E

Administrative Rule IINDB-R Use of Technology Resources

Purpose and scope
This administrative rule is adopted to implement the district's Internet acceptable use policy. While the

rule primarily addresses utilization of the Internet and other electronic on-line connection services, it
also applies, where appropriate, to the general use of district-owned comput
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Rules governing use
The following guidelines for acceptable use will be applicable.

1 Users are expected to employ appropriate net etiquette; profanity, vulgarity or abusive,
inappropriate language is prohibited. lllegal activities are forbidden, including unauthorized access or
“hacking
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APPENDIX (C)

Policy JICFAA Haras
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The superintendent will be responsible for ensuring notice of this policy is provided to students, staff,
parents/legal guardians, volunteers and members of the community including its applicability to all areas
of the school environment as outlined in this policy.

The superintendent will also ensure that an age-appropriate process is established for discussing the
district policy with students, as with other aspects of the code of conduct currently utilized during the
beginning of each school year.

The
superintendent will ensure that information regarding this policy is incorporated into the school district's
training program and that volunteers who have frequent contact with students are likewise informed of
the policy.

Information
concerning this policy, upon adoption, will be included in the district's code of student conduct for the
next year and will be circulated to all administrators. Immediate information will be provided to students
by building administrators and to parent groups through reasonable communication methods currently
utilized by the various schools.

Cf. GBEB, JIC, JICDA
Adopted 12/12/06, Revised 9/27/11
L1.97fBq0.If
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http://policy.microscribepub.com/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=251226900&infobase=aiken.nfo&jump=GBEB&softpage=PL_frame#JUMPDEST_GBEB
http://policy.microscribepub.com/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=251226900&infobase=aiken.nfo&jump=JIC&softpage=PL_frame#JUMPDEST_JIC
http://policy.microscribepub.com/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientID=251226900&infobase=aiken.nfo&jump=JICDA&softpage=PL_frame#JUMPDEST_JICDA
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t16c003.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c019.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c063.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c063.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c067.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/code/t59c063.php
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/coderegs/c043.php#43-279

Aiken Innovate Program
Parents may
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PARENT AND STUDENT ACKNOWLEDGMENT
IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS:

Maintaining discipline and appropriate student behavior is necessary for the operation of our schools. Invoking
disciplinary procedures may at times be stressful and emotional for parents and the students involved.
Nevertheless, the Board of Education expects communications and meetings between school personnel and
parents to be conducted reasonably, even if there are differences of opinion. THE BOARD DOES NOT
EXPECT STAFF MEMBERS TO BE SUBJECTED TO VERBAL OR PHYSICAL ABUSE. ADULTS
WHO ABUSE STAFF MEMBERS CAN EXPECT TO HAVE APPROPRIATE LAW ENFORCEMENT
OFFICIALS SUMMONED AND LEGAL RECOURSE PURSUED, IF NECESSARY.

We, parent/guardian and student, have read the conduct regulations (Code of Student Conduct) which are in effect
in the schools of The Consolidated School District of Aiken County during the school year 2021-2022.

We understand, as set forth in greater detail in this Code of Student Conduct, that students may be
expelled for the remainder of the year, even permanently, for violations including, but not limited to:

1) firearms or other weapons 5) arson/damage to property

2) drugs 6) major disruptions

3) alcohol 7) conduct involving sexual

4) violent acts, or threats activity or offenses and/or
thereof, committed against offenses against common
school staff or other students decency

The undersigned further acknowledge having read and understood the School District's Internet Acceptable Use
policy (Policy IJNDB and Administrative Rule IJNDB-R), which are set forth in their entirety in this pamphlet,
and which require student and parental consent and include potential disciplinary infractions covered within the
Rule and within this Code of Student Conduct.

PRINTED NAME OF PARENT
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