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Dear Parents and Students,
Welcome Back!

The Paul Knox Middle School Band has forged a tradition of excellence over the years.
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Ensembles: Beginning Band
Intermediate Band
Advanced Band
Festival Band

6th Grade (Beginning) Band is the introductory middle school band course, and the first band course of seven
possible years of instruction in the Aiken County Band curriculum. In this course, students will receive
introductory instruction in instrumental music performance on wind or percussion instruments, and be introduced
to music reading skills. They will also begin work on instrument and ensemble performance skills (i.e. posture,
playing position, tone production, aural skills). Participation in band promotes social interaction and
collaboration that will begin a lifelong appreciation of music and diverse cultures. By participating in a
performance ensemble, students will build esteem, access multiple career pathways, and serve their school and
community. At the completion of 6th Grade Band, students should be able to demonstrate the ability to read and
perform music at a Grade 1 level on a scale of 1 to 6. Students are expected to perform in mandatory concerts
both during and after school. Prerequisite: Instructor approval, prior musical experience recommended
(elementary music) but not required.

7th Grade (Intermediate) Band is the intermediate middle school band course, and the second band course of
seven possible years of instruction in the Aiken County Band curriculum. In this course, students will continue to
receive instruction in instrumental music performance on wind or percussion instruments, and continue to
receive instruction in music reading skills. They will also continue work on instrument and ensemble
performance skills (i.e. posture, playing position, tone production, aural skills). Participation in band promotes



EXpectations: Each child is expected to try. Music, essentially, is a foreign

language. It is a means of expression unlike any other. As such, everyone is expected to give 100 %.

The study of music requires patience. Much like learning to talk, it requires time and PRACTICE!!!!
_ Since it requires such practice, it is expected that students take their instruments home DAILY.

For the individual to gain from musical experience, (S)he must participate! Instruments WILL be kept in clean,
working condition at all times. [If an instrument becomes inoperative, preparations should be made for repair as
soon as possible, as the ensemble will take on a different sound missing an instrument, and everyone will miss
out; much like missing a person from a basketball team. We depend on each other being there.

A clean classroom is a must!!! The room is arranged a certain way for a reason.
Students will be expected to help to keep it that way!

Chairs and stands will remain in one of two states at all times; in neat
rows or arcs, or stacked. If they are to be stacked, they will be stacked
neatly and placed in a prescribed location in the room.

Instruments, cases, and equipment has its place, and therefore should remain there - neatly
stowed - until use, and returned to its proper place after use.

Trash and other refuse has no business being placed anywhere except for a trash can!

Food, Candy, Gum is not allowed in the band room unless it is given out by the director.

Students violating these simple policies will be placed on cleaning/repairing detail.

A Note About the Instrument Storage Room and valuables......

Only instruments are to be stored in the instrument storage room. Students will not
congregate in the storage room. We cannot be responsible for other items/valuables
lost or stolen if left in the instrument storage room.







Grades:
Student Class Grades are calculated according to the following
percentages:

HW/CW - 25%
Quizzes — 25%
Tests — 50%

Performances in detail - The performance is by far the easiest

component of a student’s grade. Students will receive full credit just for

being in band and attending all required performances. This should not be

a difficult undertaking since the student has made the choice to be in the band, so naturally it is
expected that the student will commit to the schedule at the start of the year. A Performance will count
as 3 Test Grades.

List of Required Performances

Who Event Location/Time Date

Band 7 & Band 8 Band Play @ NAMS Game* NAHS - 5:30-8PM Sept. 20, 2023

Band 7 & Band 8 Band Play @ NA Tree Lighting* Lookaway Hall — 5-5:45PM Nov. 28, 2023

All Students Christmas Concert* PKMS - 6:30PM Report @ 6PM  Dec. 14, 2023

Festival Band Festival Band Concert Assessment* Batesburg-Leesville HS/TBA Mar. 25,26,27 or 28,2024
All Students Spring Concert* PKMS - 6:30PM Report @ 6PM May 7, 2024

Other performances may exist which students may elect to commit to. If a student elects to participate, they will
be expected to see their commitment through.

Missing Work

Student work is to be completed on or before the DUE DATE. Missing work will be assigned a “0” for a grade.
The missing work will only be accepted up to 1 week late, with a Maximum Grade of 70 assigned. It is up to the
STUDENT to complete missing work. After 1 week, if work has not been completed, the grade of “0” will stand
as final. The ONLY exception to this is if a student is ABSENT. Absent Students, may submit missing work for
full credit. Absent students have 1 week from the date of their return to complete missing work. If work has not
been completed within that 1 week, then a grade of “0” will stand. NOTE: Unless specifically stated that
classwork is to be completed as homework, classwork must be turned in during the class it is assigned.
Work not turned in will receive a grade of *“0”” and there will be no avenue to submit for a higher grade.
Students cannot choose on their own that they will not complete work assigned by the teacher in the
prescribed class period. Only ABSENT students are allowed to makeup work in this scenario.

Student Re-takes

Generally, students may not re-take assignments or tests for higher grades. The totality of student work, from
beginning to end, is reflected in grades earned. It is important for students to always be prepared and do their
best! There are however “Passoff” type assignments where students are encouraged to attempt multiple times for
higher grades, faster times, etc. Since this is a performance class, we can guarantee equal opportunity — we
cannot guarantee equal outcomes. Remember: A student’s ATTITUDE controls their ALTITUDE!
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Attendance Policy



Participation Opportunities:

Region Band — Region Band is an honor band comprised of the most

outstanding students in a 10 county area. All students are encouraged audition. Auditions will be held in
January. If your student is interested in trying out, work must begin at the beginning of the school year. The
required audition will consist of scales/rudiments, chromatic scale, music terms, prepared solo, and sight-
reading. Interested students will need to obtain a minimum score at a preliminary screening in order to audition
for the band. Auditions will be held at North Augusta High School. A clinic and final concert will be given in
February at Lexington High School in Lexington, SC. A nominal registration fee is associated with this event.

All-



Procedures:

Concerts:

Students will report (call time) 30 minutes before concert is to start for warm-up and last minute preparation.
Students should be in their seats (dressed) and ready to go at call time.
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Instrument Purchases and Mouthpiece Upgrades:

As a general rule, please do not purchase an instrument without consulting with the band director
first. Purchasing an instrument is much like purchasing a car — there are Corvettes, there are everyday,
reasonable get to work models, and there are lemons and rip-offs. The director is available to assist and
offer advice so that you may purchase a QUALITY instrument within your budget.

Itis ILL ADVISED to purchase instruments from pawn shops, EBAY, IWANTA, etc. unless inspected
by the director.
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Important Information:

District Office:

Address: 1000 Brookhaven Drive, Aiken, SC 29803

Phone Number: (803) 641-2428

Website: http://www.acpsd.net

District Superintendent — King Laurence — klaurence@acpsd.net

Executive Director for Middle Schools — Ms. Phyllis Gamble — pgamble@acpsd.net

Paul Knox Middle School:

Address: 1804 Wells Rd., North Augusta, SC 29841

Phone Number: (803) 442-6300

Website: https://www.acpsd.net/Domain/16

Principal — Casey Rogers — crogers@acpsd.net

Assistant Principal — Teresa Mitchem — tmitchem@acpsd.net
Assistant Principal — Wendy West — wwest@acpsd.net

Area Band Personnel:

PKMS Director — Mr. David Hastings — dhastings@acpsd.net
Office # - (803) 442-6300 x 40031
Personal (After-hours/emergent — send text) (803) 761-7944
Office Hours — 11:30AM-12:30PM

Band Director - NAMS — Mrs. Meghan Barrett — mbarrett2@acpsd.net
(803) 442-6200

Band Director - HSMS — Ms. Katie Bennett — kbennett@acpsd.net
(803) 844-96C 0.0
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This is overwhelming! How do | Stay Informed?
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