


II. The Middle English Period (Medieval Period)-Years: @1066-1485 

A. Themes/Content/Influences:   

1. 



III. The Renaissance (Years: 1485-1660)  

 The Elizabethan Period: the reign of Elizabeth I, 1586-1603 

 Jacobean Period: he reign of James I of England, 1603-1625 

A. Themes/ Content/Influences:  

1. world view shifts from religion and after life to one stressing the  

human life on earth  

2. popular theme: development of human potential  

3. popular theme: many aspects of love explored  

4. unrequited love  

5. constant love  

6. timeless love  

7. courtly love  

8. love subject to change  

B. Style/Genres:  

1. poetry  

2. the sonnet  

3. metaphysical poetry  

4. 



2. Printing press helps stabilize English as a language and allows more people 

to read a variety of literature  

3. Economy changes from farm-based to one of international trade  

E. A Sampling of Key Literature & Authors: 

 William 

Shakespeare  

 Thomas 

Wyatt  

 Ben Jonson  

 Cavalier 

Poets  

 Metaphysical 

Poets    

 John Donne  

 Christopher 

Marlowe  

 Andrew 

Marvell  

 Robert 

Herrick  

 Katherine 

Phillips  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



IV. The Neoclassical Period  (Years: 1660-1798)  

 The Restoration: the reign of Charles II, 1630 - 

1660 (after his restoration to the thrown in 1630 

following the English Civil War and Cromwell) 

 The Age of Enlightenment (the Eighteenth Century) 

A. Themes/Content/Influences:  

1. emphasis on reason and logic  

2. stresses harmony, stability, wisdom  

3. Locke: a social contract exists between the government and the 

people. The government governs guaranteeing “natural rights” of life, 

liberty, and property  

B. Style/Genres:  

1. satire  

2. poetry  

3. essays  

4. letters, diaries, biographies  

5. novels  

C. Effects: 

1. emphasis on the individual  

2. belief that humanity is basically evil  

3. approach to life: “the world as it should be”  

D. Historical Context:  

1. 50% of males are functionally literate (a dramatic rise)  

2. Fenced enclosures of land cause demise of traditional village life  

3. Factories begin to spring up as industrial revolution begins  

4. Impoverished masses begin to grow as farming life declines and 

factories build  

5. Coffee houses—where educated men spend evenings with literary and 

political associates  

E. A Sampling of Key Literature & Authors: 

 Alexander Pope  

 Daniel Defoe  

 Jonathan Swift 

 Samuel Johnson  

 John Bunyan  

 John Milton

http://mars.wnec.edu/~grempel/courses/wc2/lectures/enlightenment.html




VI.The Victorian Period ²(Years:  1832-1900 ) 

 

A. Themes/Content/Influences: 

1. conflict between those in power and the common masses of 

laborers and the poor    

2. 



D. Historical Context: 

1. paper becomes cheap; magazines and novels cheap to mass produce   

2. unprecedented growth of industry and business in Britain 

unparalleled dominance of  nations, economies 

and trade abroad  

E. Key Literature/Authors: 

 Charles 

Dickens  

 Thomas 

Hardy  

 Rudyard 

Kipling  

 Robert Louis 

Stevenson  

 George Eliot  

 Oscar Wilde  

 Alfred Lord 

Tennyson  

 Charles 

Darwin  

 Charlotte 

Bronte  

 Robert 

Browning

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VI. The Modern Period: (Years: 1900-(subject to debate) 

A. Content(still evolving): 

1. Dystopia/utopia 

2. Freedom/protests/anti-government 

sentiment 

3. Racial tensions 

4. Technology 

5. Politics—democracies/global challenges 

6. Interconnectedness 

B. Genres/Styles:  

 poetry: free verse  

 epiphanies begin to appear in 

literature    

 speeches    

 memoirs    

 novels    

 stream of consciousness  

C. Effects: 

D. Historical Context:  

1. British Empire loses 1 million soldiers to World War I  

2. Winston Churchill leads Britain through WW II, and the Germans 

bomb England directly  

3. 



 


